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 261.	Let  us   confine  ourselves  to   the   illiterate
elector who goes to the polling station and asks the
polling  officer  to  mark  his  paper.    Would  it  be
possible, or have any cases come to your knowledge
of the polling officer influencing the vote of the
elector ?—No.
 262.	Sir Hari Singh Gour :    I wish to  ask you
something about the Legislative Assembly.    If you
glance through paragraphs 54, 82 and 90 of this book,
you will be able to answer my question.    Paragraph
90 really sums up the whole thing.    It is there stated
that comparatively speaking less interest was taken
in the elections of the Legislative Assembly than in
the case of the  council.    Do   you  think you  can
suggest any means by which greater interest might be
taken by the electors  and  a  better  type  of men
secured for the Legislative Assembly ?—Unless you
improve the mentality of the electorate, it is very
difficult.
 263.	But there is temptation here of greater power
being placed in the hands of the councillors in the
local council.    Is not that so ?—What power ?
 264.	The possibility of being ministers.—All'the
members cannot become ministers.
 265.	There  is  the  possibility  of  three  of  them
becoming ministers.    Well,  do you think that the
best type of men come up in elections to the local
council ?—It is very difficult to express any opinion
on that point.
 266.	Do   you   think   that   our   present    electoral
system secures for the service of the State the best
men available both for the local council as well as for
the Legislative Assembly, so far as your experience
goes ?—It would be saying something against the
members of the Council which I would not like to do.
 267.	You need not have any compunction on that
score;   you can give free expression to your views
because we would like to have your valuable opinion
on this matter,    (After a pause).    I think you are of
opinion that the best type of men do not come in.—
I think some constituencies have returned very good
men.
 268.	As a rule the best type of men do not offer
themselves for election ?—I cannot say that.    For
instance, men like Lala Lajpat Rai, Dewan Chaman
Lai and others have succeeded in the elections to the
Assembly.
 269.	Are the candidates who offer themselves to
the legislative council and the Assembly the very-
best ?—I do not think there is very much difference
between candidates in the Council, but I cannot say
whether they are the best.
 270.	Do your elections for the Legislative Assembly
and the local council take place simultaneously, i.e.
on the same day and at the same time ?—Yes.
 271.	Do you think that the voters are influenced
by religious considerations ?    For instance,  a man
comes up and says " I am a protector of the cow and
" will try to prevent its slaughter," or a man says
" I am a Maulvi, a preacher, in a mosque and so vote
" for me " ?—I do not think I have heard or seen
manifestos of that kind.

 272.	Are  the   elections   then  influenced   on  the
basis of any outstanding public question ?—In rural
areas, more or less on personal influence.
 273.	Personal influence  and  communal  ties ?—I
will not say that.   There are separate electorates for
all the communities and so there could be no com
munal question.
 274.	Consequently, the communities sending their
candidates to the local council will not be influenced
by any outstanding public question.    Is  not  that
so ?—As I said, personal influence, plays an important
part.
 275.	There is no well-defined political programme
Bor any question put before the electors that " if you
" send me to the legislative council, I will do such
" and such a thing " ?—I -do not remember having
seen any such manifesto.    I can say this much that
the Hindu Sabha scored over the Congress this time.
276.	"Was it not influenced by communal  con
siderations ?
 Raja Nare'ndra Nath :   By political considerations in the sense that it is not communal but national.
 277.	Sir Hari Singh Gour :   You have said about
feeding—supplying of meals.    Is it done on the best
or on the ordinary scale that would be given to a
guest who comes, that is to say, is it merely showing
hospitality to the man who has come or are extra,
large sums of money spent forx feeding him with a
sumptuous  banquet  so  that  he  would   be   better
prepared to go and stand at the poll ?—I do not think
that any sumptuous feast is given.    It is just the
ordinary  hospitality   which "a   zamindar   shows   to-
another zamindar.
 278.	That is to say the same sort of food is given
to him as if he had come without any vote in his
pocket ?—Yes.
 279.	As regards conveyance,  you said you were
against the provision of the electoral rules because
although  employment  of  conveyance  is  a  corrupt
practice it is not sufficient to unseat the candidate
unless  it  has  materially  affected   the   election.    If
you are to make this corrupt practice more drastic,
that is to say, that if a man employs a hackney
carriage or a taxi it would be a corrupt practice and
would disqualify him, would it not prevent a very
large number of voters from going to  the  polls ?—
It would.
 280.	So a man who employs a Rolls Royce has a
better chance than one who can afford only a Ford
car ?—I myself would like to go in the Rolls Royce.
 281.	Now as regards secrecy, there is a provision
in the various provinces of providing coloured boxes.
The candidate has a red box, a blue box, a green box
or a chocolate box, and absolute secrecy is ensured by
giving the voter the ticket with the name " red, blue,,
green " and so on, so that he can vote for the green
man or the blue man ;  that ensures absolute secrecy.
Do you suggest that for the purpose of ensuring
greater secrecy, some system like this could be intro
duced in the Punjab ?—It is impracticable in one
respect.    You see it depends upon the number of
candidates, and in the Punjab we have to deal with
three communities, the Hindus, the Muhammadans
and the Sikhs, who have to come to the same polling
stations.    Supposing in the three non-Muhammadan
constituencies there are six or seven candidates for
the Assembly and many more for the local council.
How can you have so many coloured boxes ?    It
would be impossible.

 282.	There may  be  slight  variation  to  obviate-
that difficulty.    Give them coloured voting papers ;
and give a man a red or blue coloured box.—We have
also different colours, white for Muhammadans, blue-
for Sikhs . .  .
 283.	Not   that.     White   for   Mr.   A,   black   for
Mr. B, and so on.—That would be impossible be
cause we have not so many colours.    Suppose there-
are thirty candidates who have to poll in the same
polling booth, I do not think that you can suggest
thirty colours.
 284.	Do you think it would encourage the candi
dates to issue manifestos on a larger scale and do-
better canvassing by means of posters and printed
literature if some postal facilities were given to the
candidates ?    For instance, say, during election time
the election literature shall be carried at the book-
post rate, or say at half the usual rate ?:—Yes.
288. Sir Zulfiqar Ali Khan.: With regard to the women voters, do I understand that these Muslim ladies who are in purdah will, some of them, get the right to vote ?-—Yes. They have the right to-vote.
280. Do you think that these ladies as they are-accustomed to remain in purdah would have the-courage to go to the polling stations and hustle their way through the crowd and then record their vote ? —They -would not like it
200. Then the other point that I want to know is this. Has any candidate, or candidates, standing for election any chance of approaching these ladies for the

